APHIS Wood Packaging Material Requirements


Wood Packaging Material Requirements

(Formerly known as Solid Wood Packaging Material- SWPM)
Background: 

Logs, lumber, and other unmanufactured wood articles imported into the United States pose a significant hazard of introducing plant pests, including pathogens, detrimental to agriculture and to natural, cultivated, and urban forest resources. In order to prevent these pests from being introduced into the US, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) (under the US Department of Agriculture) established regulations on the importation of unmanufactured wood articles. The original regulations were put into place in December of 1998 and applied only to articles from China and Hong Kong. The new regulations will be effective September 16, 2005 and will apply to articles from ALL countries. The regulation calls for all wood packaging material to either be heat treated or fumigated with methyl bromide and marked with an approved international mark that certifies treatment.
Definition:

As stated in the regulations, wood packaging material is defined as: “wood packaging materials other than manufactured wood materials, loose wood packing materials and wood pieces less than 6mm (0.24 in) thick in any dimension, that are used or that are for use with cargo to prevent damage, including but not limited to, dunnage, crating, pallets, packing blocks, drums, cases and skids.”

Requirements:

Any wood packing material that fits the definition as stated above must meet the following requirements:
· Treatment: the wood packaging material must have been treated prior to importation by one of the following:

· “Heat treated to achieve a minimum wood core temperature of 56 degrees Celsius for a minimum of 30 minutes. Such treatment may employ kiln-drying, chemical pressure impregnation or other treatments that achieve this specification through the use of steam, hot water or dry heat.”

· “Fumigated with methyl bromide in an enclosed area for at least 16 hours at the dosage listed below, stated in terms of grams of methyl bromide per cubic meter or pounds per 1,000 cubic feet of the enclosure being fumigated. Following fumigation, fumigated products must be aerated to reduce the concentration of fumigant below hazardous levels, in accordance with label instructions approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency” (See attached for dosages)
· Marking:” The wood packaging material must be marked in a visible location on each article, preferably on at least two opposite sides of the article, with a legible and permanent mark that indicates that the article meets the requirements of this paragraph. The mark must be approved by the International Plant Protection Convention in its International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures to certify that wood packaging material has been subjected to an approved measure, and must include a unique graphic symbol, the ISO two-letter country code for the country that produced the wood packaging material, a unique number assigned by the national plant protection agency of that country to the producer of the wood packaging material, and an abbreviation disclosing the type of treatment (e.g., HT for heat treatment or MB for methyl bromide fumigation). The currently approved format for the mark is as follows, where XX would be replaced by the country code, 000 by the producer number, and YY by the treatment type (HT or MB.”

· *Original fumigation certificate: This is currently only in effect for shipments from China and Hong Kong. The original fumigation certificate is required for cargo clearance through US Customs and Border Protection. It is not clear at this time if this will be required for all countries.
Non-compliant shipments:

It is at the APHIS inspector’s discretion as to how to handle a non-compliant shipment. They may order an immediate re-export of the packaging material in the shipment or allow it to be destroyed. Shipments that are non-compliant will experience delays and all charges incurred as a result of this will be the responsibility of the importer. 
Exemptions:

As stated above, this regulation does not apply to manufactured wood materials such as fiber board, plywood, whisky and wine barrels and veneer. It also excludes wood pieces less than 6 mm (0.24 in) thick in any dimension. 
Additional information:

Additional information on these regulations can be accessed on the USDA/APHIS website at www.aphis.usda.gov. In addition, you can contact Mr. William Aley, Senior Import Specialist, Phytosanitary Issues Management Team, PPQ, APHIS, 4700 River Road, Unit 140, Riverdale, MD 20737-1236; 301-734-5057. 
Notes: all information in this document was obtained from the Federal Register: September 16, 2004 (Volume 69, Number 179). Information subject to change as regulations are updated.
Required Fumigation Dosages
                                                          Initial dose (g/m\3\   
Minimum required concentration (g/m\3\ and 




         and lbs./1,000 c.f.) 
lbs./1,000 c.f) after:  
Temperature ([deg] C/ [deg] F                                
 
0.5 hrs     2 hrs.     4 hrs.    16 hrs.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
21/70 or above.....................................       48/3.0     

36/2.25     24/1.5    17/1.06   14/0.875

16/61 or above.....................................       56/3.5     

42/2.63    28/1.75    20/1.25    17/1.06

11/52 or above.....................................       64/4.0     
 
48/3.0     32/2.0    22/1.38    19/1.19

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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